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Today’s Agenda

= \What is the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration?

= What are
NHTSA Regulations?

= How does the
Importation of Trailers
work?




National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration

Small agency within the U.S.
Department of Transportation

Established in 1966

Mission is to improve safety on
nation’s highways and reduce
fatalities and injuries associated
with vehicle crashes

Issues the Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards (FMVSS)
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National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration

" Prescribe minimum safety
performance requirements for
motor vehicles and for certain
items of motor vehicle equipment

= Currently there are 64 FMVSS;
50 are vehicle standards;
14 are motor vehicle equipment
standards applications

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC


https://technofaq.org/posts/2018/08/3-ways-to-protect-your-car-on-the-road/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Vehicle Standards

" The FMVSS are codified at 49 CFR Part 571

" Each standard has a number. For example, the
Occupant Crash Protection standard is Standard No.
208, found at 49 CFR 571.208

*" The majority of FMVSS are “vehicle standards”

" As such, the manufacturer of the vehicle must
certify the vehicle’s compliance with the standard
by affixing a label to the vehicle



Statutory Prohibition

49 U.S.C. § 30112 (a) (1)

provides that no person shall manufacture for sale,
sell, offer for sale, introduce or deliver for
introduction in interstate commerce, or import into
the United States any motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment manufactured on or after the date an
applicable FMVSS takes effect unless the vehicle or
equipment complies with the standard and is so

certified by its manufacturer.




Importation Restrictions

Flat prohibition on the importation of an
equipment item, new or used, that is
subject to a standard, unless the
equipment is manufactured to the
standard and is so certified

Nonconforming vehicles can be imported
provided they are determined eligible for
importation and are imported by a
registered importer under DOT
conformance bond



Vehicle Importation - Declaration

HS-7 Declaration form must be filed with U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (Customs) for motor vehicles and
motor vehicle equipment items imported into the United
States that are subject to the Federal motor vehicle
safety, bumper, and theft prevention standards

Form has 14 boxes, one of which must be checked to
identify a lawful means for importing the vehicle or
equipment item

Customs broker should use HS-7 form as the basis for
making the ABI electronic entry

HS-7 form data elements are programmed into ACE

HS — 7 Declaration Form

—DECLARATION —
Importation of Motor Vehicles and Motor Vehicle Equipment Subject to
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety, Bumper and Theft Prevention Standards

FORT OF ENTRY. CUSTOMS PORT CODE

CUSTOMS ENTRY NG

ENTRY DATE

MAKE OF VEHICLE MODEL

VEAR VEWICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN)

REGISTERED IMPORTER NAME AND NHTSA REGISTRATION NUMBER (Required when Box 3 Is checked)

VEHICLE ELIGIBILITY NO. (Box 3)

DESCRIPTION OF TF MOTOR VERICLE EQUIPMENT
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Certification

" Performed by the manufacturer and not NHTSA (no type
approval)

" Manifested by a label permanently affixed to the vehicle
in a prescribed location

= |dentifies the manufacturer, the date of manufacture,
the vehicle type

= States that the vehicle complies with all applicable
FMVSS in effect on the date of manufacture



Certification Requirements (Cont’d)

" |f the manufacturer fails to demonstrate
that it exercised “reasonable care” in
certifying the vehicle or equipment item
to the standard in question, it is subject
to civil penalties

= Penalties are currently set at just over
$22,992 per violation, up to a maximum
penalty of just over $114,954,525 for a
related series of violations

= A separate violation exists with respect to
each vehicle or equipment item that does
not comply




Location of Label

For passenger cars, MPVs, trucks and buses, the
label must be in the area of the driver’s door

For motorcycles, the label must be affixed to a
permanent member of the vehicle, as close as
possible to intersection of the steering post and
the handlebar so it can be easily read

For trailers, the label must be affixed to forward
half of the vehicle, on the left side

For equipment, certification is generally
manifested by the letters “DOT” inscribed on
the item in a prescribed location




Sample Vehicle Manufacturer
Certification Labels

MFD BY: USA PASSENGER CAR CQ., INC. DATE OF MFD: 03/09
GWVR 4575LB GAWR F 2557 LB GAWRR 2061 LB
GWVR 2075KG GAWRF 1160KG GAWRR 93 KG

THIS VEHICLE CONFORMS TO ALL APPLICABLE FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY, BUMPER, AND THEFT PREVENTION
STANDARDS IN EFFECT ON THE DATE OF MANUFACTURE SHOWN ABOVE.

VIN: XXXXXKXKXXKXKXXX TYPE: PASSENGER CAR

MFD BY: USA TRUCK MANUFACTURERS, CO. DATE OF MFG: 0309 GVWR: 4,083 KG (9,000 LB)

FRONTGAWR  WITHTIRES  RIMSAT  COLD
2,350 KG (5200 LB) LT265/70RI7E  17X80 410 KPA (60 PSI) SINGLE

REAR GAWR WITH TIRES RIMSAT  COLD
2,727 KG (6010 LB) LT265//0R17E  17X80 485 KPA (70 PSI) DUAL

THIS VEHICLE CONFORMS TO ALL APPLICABLE FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY AND THEFT PREVENTION
STANDARDS IN EFFECT ON THE DATE OF MANUFACTURE SHOWN ABOVE.

VINL XXXXXXKX KX XXX XX XX TYPE: TRUCK




Procedural Requirements

= Before exporting its products to the United States, the
manufacturer of a conforming vehicle must:

v’ |dentify itself and its products to NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR Part
566

v Submit VIN deciphering information to NHTSA pursuant to 49
CFR Part 565

v’ Designate a U.S. resident as its agent for service of process
pursuant to 49 CFR Part 551, Subpart D

= This information is available at NHTSA’s web site:
v’ Product Information Catalog and Vehicle Listing (vPIC)
v https://vpic.nhtsa.dot.gov/



https://vpic.nhtsa.dot.gov/

Procedural Requirements (contq)

,,-_--‘ ="Manufacturers of the following equipment
= items must also affix unique identifying
. numbers or marks to their products:
: v Tires
v’ Brake Hoses

v’ Glazing

NHTSA assigns identifying numbers to tire
d glazing manufacturers

ke hose manufacturers must submit
&their unique marks to the agency



https://vpic.nhtsa.dot.gov/mid/
https://technofaq.org/posts/2017/11/4-tips-to-picking-the-right-tire-brand-for-your-vehicle/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Examples of
Trailers




TIRE AND LOADING INFORMATION
RENSEIGNEMENTS SUR LES PNEUS ET LE CHARGEMENT

The weight of cargo should never exceed

AL "

LU RGO 5,200 s SEE OWNER'S
TIRE SIZE COLD TIRE PRESS. 'Y"Sﬁ.”ﬁé NF/?F
FRONT ST205/75/15 345 KPA (50 PSI) INFORMATION
INTER NONE Mol i
; POUR PLUS DE
REAR  ST205/75/15 345 KPA (50 PSI) RENSEIGNEMENTS

MANUFACTURED BY : MP TRAILERS
GVWR : 3175 KG (7000 LB)
GAWR (EACH AXLE) WITH TIRES RIMS AT COLD

DATE OF MFG. : 04/2021

3175 KG (7000 LB) ST205/75/15 13X4.5 345 KPA (50 PSI) DUAL

THIS VEHICLE CONFORMS TO ALL APPLICABLE U.S. FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS IN
EFFECT ON THE DATE OF MANUFACTURE SHOWN ABOVE
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REMOLQUES L.A.
CALLE SINALOA 2106 COL. GUADALUPE BORJA
FRONTERA, COAHUILA CP. 25680 8661490807

TRAILA ° TIPO REMOLQUE

& X 18 PIES (244 M X 5.483)
1970 KG

15

2

2021
20210103LA

NEGRO
HECHO EN MEXICO




VIMAR TRAILERS ‘. }
www.vimartrailers.com
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muuractureo sy: Vimar Trailers pate: 02/2021

swwR 3175 ke ( 7000 Lg)

sawrR 15987 ke ( 3500 i) PerAxtEwTH 195R15 TRe  15”X5” 5-5.0 &M
AT 413 kpa( 60  Psi) coLD SINGLE

THIS VEHICLE CONFORMS TO ALL APPLICABLE US FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS
N EFFECT ON THE DATE OF MANUFACTURE SHOWN ABOVE.
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Information Resources

For information on NHTSA’s Importation Program:

= https://icsw.nhtsa.gov/cars/rules/import/
Information on this site includes a detailed list of answers to
frequently asked questions

= https://icsw.nhtsa.gov/cars/rules/standards/
A quick reference guide to the FMVSS

= http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text
idx?SID=325f9935035546c497a0ee7b7ad097b2
&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49¢cfr571 main 02.tpl

Access to the full text of the FMVSS



https://icsw.nhtsa.gov/cars/rules/import/
https://icsw.nhtsa.gov/cars/rules/standards/
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=325f9935035546c497a0ee7b7ad097b2&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49cfr571_main_02.tpl

National Highway
Traffic Safety
Administration

Contacts for Import &
Certification Division

Brian Chodrow

Tel: (202) 366-9765

Email: Brian.Chodrow@dot.gov
Importcertification@dot.gov

https://www.nhtsa.gov/importing-
vehicle



mailto:Importcertification@dot.gov

